Introduction

moam Chomsky 1s
one of the ten
most -quoted
writers of

all time.

The Chicago Tribune has
called Professor Chomsky "the
most cited living author”
adding that among intellectual
luminaries of all eras, he ranks
eighth, just behind Flato and
Sigmund Freud.




"To confront a mind
that radically alters
our perception of the
world is one of life's

most unsettling,
yet liberating
experiences,"
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..writes James Peck in the
Introduction to The Chomsky Reader.
“In all American history, no one’s
writings are more unsettling than
Noam Chomsky’s.... No intellectual
tradition quite captures his voice....
No party claims him; he is a
spokesman for no ideology.”

And the Mother of American newspapers,
The New York Times, called Noam
Chomseky “arguably the most important
intellectual alive.”
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In the 1990s, this is still the most frequent response to the mention of
the name of Noam Chomsky, a mild-mannered professor of linguistics
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.




(Why, you might wonder, have so many of us never heard
of someone so “famous?” ls this the ultimate Yogi-Berra-ism—He's so

famous no one’s ever heard of him?)

The reason you haven't heard
much about Noam Chomsky
(which, by the way, is a
demonstration in action of
his thesis that the Media

manipulates /dis-
torts/withholds
information to
suit their own-
ers) is because
the gentlemen
who own the
Major Media
don’t want you
to know about
Noam Chomsky.

If too many people lis-
ten open-mindedly to what
Chomsky has to say about
huge corporations running
the country, the world, both

political parties, and the
Major Media...why,
the whole ginger-
bread  fantasy
we've been fed
about America
might vanish like
the Emperor's
clothes.



One of the wonderful things about Chomsky is that he
makes us feel smart. Though our leaders have lied to us and
played us for fools, and the Media has parroted their lies, even
the most naive of us have known that we were not being given “the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” We have even
intuitively grasped the basic principles underlying many of
Chomsky's views, even if we couldn't quite explain them. We may
not understand the subtleties of the systems that con-
trol our lives, but many of us have noticed at
least in part, several important

truths:



Our government often lies to us.
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Our government serves the
needs of some and ignores
the needs of others.
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With regard to most of the issues
that affect most of the people, the
major political parties are virtually
identical.

The news medla do not give
a full, balanced picture
of political events.
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called a democracy, most of
us are locked out of any
meaningful participation in
the decision-making process

Above all, our government, our politi-
cians, and our media, ignore the
needs of the majority and serve the
needs of the rich.

Things seem to be
getting worse.

Note: These are not Chomsky's words, nor are they paraphrases —
they are the author’s interpretations.




This documentary comic
book is an attempt to help rem-
edy that situation by present-
ing Chomeky's ideas to people
who have not been exposed to
them. It does not presume to
sum up the work of Noam
Chomeky. It is meant as a gen-
eral introduction, an attempt
to begin to answer the ques-
tion "Who?" and an invitation to
those who are unfamiliar with
his ideas to look for themselves
into the very pressing issues

that he raises.

Noam Chomsky has articulat-
ed a system of ideas that can
help us make sense of our
intuitions and misgivinge—
and to know which are justified
and which are not. Because
Chomeky's ideas about poli-
tice are antithetical to the
purposes of the mass
media—and to the rich gen-
tlemen who own them—his
ideas are rarely encountered
in the mainstream. ("These
institutions are not self-
destructive, after all," he
says.)




For those who may be completely
unfamiliar with Noam Chomsky,
let us begin by noting that
Chomsky is known to the world
for his work
in two dis-
tinct areas.
He first
became
famous
through his
work in lin-
guistics, the
study of lan-
guage itself.

Chomsky's
second
career, as a
political and
social ana-
lyst and
critic, is
harder to
categorize.
It was his
passion long
before he
became
involved in
linguistics,
and it is what he has written
most of his many books about.
But if Chomsky had not first
established such a distinguished
reputation as a scientist, his rad-

ical political ideas would probably
be even less heard of in the main-
stream than they are.

Like Einstein's theory of
Relativity, Chomsky's ideas
about linguistice have spread in
their influence, and their effects
are gradu-
ally filter-
ing down
to the
lives of
ordinary
people.
But his
work as a
social and
political
theorist
and as a
"media
critic" is
of press-
ing impor-
tance
right now
to every-
one who is
concerned
about the
survival of
democrat-
ic institu-
tions, the protection of human
rights and freedom, and the
preservation of a habitable envi-
ronment. It is this work that is of
most pressing relevance to the
general public. Chomseky is not a
philosopher you leave in the
classroom; he helps you live your
life.
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Chaomsky 1s not a _

difficult read. e » 5
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Chomsky is common M
sense elevated to CD

genius. an\\‘)

Life is like a box of
chocolates...

First, a little background: How did Noam Chomsky come to be one of the
ten most-quoted authors of all time, “arguably the most important
intellectual alive.”?

Well, among other things, he was a college drop-out...




